Guidelines for Discussion Papers

Papers should be 1,000 to 2,000 words long.  Please format them to be double-spaced and in a 12-point type.  Endnotes should be used for citations to reading and lecture materials.  Papers should have a clear thesis and each paragraph should have an explicit topic sentence accompanied by a combination of argument and evidence.  Though we will accept a paper of any length between 1,000 and 2,000 words, please understand that it is more difficult to write an excellent 1,000 word paper for these assignments than a 2,000 word one.  It is also easier to write a sloppier 2,000 word paper than a 1,000 word one.  

Remember that the topics and organization of paper writing is as follows: center-local relations, urban-rural relations, and regional variations and inequalities.  Work with five other students (two different students will be responsible for each of the three papers and the six students will share the same mark for each written assignment, which will be your discussion grade—maximum points for the week’s discussion paper you write is 10 and for those you do not write 2.5) The due dates are 4 November, 18 November, and 1 December.

Please email us with any questions you might have.  Good luck!

